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the rebellion of his Muslim general NiyaltigTn. When Qutb-ud-
dm Aibak decided to stay in Hindustan, he had no other choice
but to retain the Hindu staff which was familiar with the civil
administration, for without it all government including the
collection of revenue would have fallen into utter chaos. The
Muslims did not bring with them from beyond the Indian
frontiers artizans, accountants and clerks. Their buildings were
erected by Hindus who adapted their ancient rules to newer
conditions, their coins were struck by Hindu goldsmiths, and
their accounts were kept by Hindu officers. Brahman legists
advised the King on the administration of Hindu law and
Brahman astronomers helped in the performance of their general
functions.
/The Muslims who came into India made it their home.
They lived surrounded by the Hindu people and a state of
perennial hostility with them was impossible. Mutual intercourse
led to mutual understanding. Many who had changed their
faith differed little from those whom they had left. Thus after
the first shock of conquest was over, the Hindus and Muslims
prepared to find a via media whereby to live as neighbours,
The effort to seek a new life led to the development of a new
culture which was neither exclusively Hindu nor purely Muslim.
It was indeed a Muslim-Hindu culture. Not only did Hindu
religion, Hindu art, Hindu literature and Hindu science absorb
Muslim elements, but the very spirit of Hindu culture and the
very stuff of Hindu mind were also altered, and the Muslim
reciprocated by responding to the change in every department
of life)
The effect of Islam upon Hindu sects in the South has
been traced in a previous chapter. The movement which
started there continued to develop in the North. The religious
leaders in Maharastra, Gujarat, the Panjab, Hindustan and
Bengal from the fourteenth century onwards deliberately reject
:ertain elements of ancient creeds and emphasize others and
Jius attempt to bring about an approximation between the Hindu
md Muslim faiths. At the same time Muslim Sufi orders and